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FLORIDA:  AlgaiCA^H  FIRnT  IttMB 

'’And  believing  that  this  land  vaa  an  Island,  they  named  It 
la  Florida,  bocause  It  had  a  very  beautiful  view  of  muny  cool  wood¬ 
lands,  and  It  was  level  and  uniform;  and  because,  moreover,  they  dis¬ 
covered  It  In  the  t5me  of  the  Feast  of  Flowers.”  (1) 

r-o  the  Royal  IIlotorloe2:*apher  of  Spain  wrote  of  the  brlf^t 
'day  in  April,  1512,  when  Juan  Fbnce  do  Leon  first  slchted  the  shores  of 
Florida  from  the  deck  of  his  flimsy  llttl^"  caravel. 

Ponce  de  Leon,  companion  of  Coluzrhus  on  his  second  voyaoe  to 
the  new  ’’forldjhad  listened  to  a  storj^  told  to  him  by  the  Porto  Rican 
Indians,  of  a  TTonderful.  land  to  the  northuest,  rich  in  cpld  and  having 
a  moGlc  fountain  wMch  restored  youth.  (2)  Tlie  Indiana  believed  this 
story  and  hod  names  for  sections  of  the  coast,  ’‘any  tlr«a  canoes  of 
their  warriors  had  loft  Porto  Rico  to  ceorcL  for  that  spring  on  the  main¬ 
land.  One  ?lte8t  Indian  claimed  that  hlo  father  had  found  the  spring  and 
returned  Ijone,  reotored  to  health  and  vlcpr. 

Ponce  de  Leon  was  a  robust  laan  of  50  at  this  tiine,  and  orribl- 
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tiouG  to  add  to  hio  reputation.  He  received  a  royal  patent  to  oaplore 
and  colonize  Bimini,  a  nme  which  oimnly  meant  "land  to  the  northwest.  (3) 

On  liirch  1j,  1513  he  set  sail  with  three  ships  from  Porto  Rico 
and  after  three  weeks’  leisurely  Journeying  came  within  sigjit  of  Florida.  (4) 
On  April  2  ho  took  hio  boorlnco  off  the  coast  a  little  north  of  ‘'t.  Augue- 
tlne,  and  the  next  morning  lauded  to  claim  the  country  for  Hpaln.  F© 
stayed  six  days  in  the  viclixlty  and  finally  set  sail  southward  along  the 
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coast.  he  pass^  anionc  the  Florida  ho  nprod  then  "T’’o  Itirtyrs,’* 
bocauso  they  looked  like  nen  suTferine.  iie  continued  up  the  /e^it  Coast, 
probably  os  fnr  as  Apalacliicoln.  /ifter  six  ninths*  vain  quest  for  colcl 
or  the  fountain,  ho  returned  to  Borto  Rico  and  on  the  rray  mde  .the  val¬ 
uable  discoverj^  of  the  Boliona  oliannel,  later  used  by  the  Treasure  Fleets 
plyinc  betuoen  the  colonies  and  Spain.  (5) 

As  Ponoe  de  Leon  ms  Cpain*o  official  discoverer  of  Ilbrth 
America,  the  name  of  the  continent  on  Spanish  maps  appeared  as  Florida. 
Only  as  Sx>anlsh  power  declined,  did  the  area  called  Florida  shrink  into 
the  peninsula. 

Unauthorir'^ed  slave  raids  spread  hatred  of  Qiropeans  amonc 
the  tribes  of  Florida.  (0)  Bonce  do  Lson  protested  officially  aealnst 
these  infrlncerr»nts  of  his  patent  but  it  years  before  he 

could  assert  his  ercluslvo  richt  to  settle  the  land  he  had  discovered. 
Then  in  1521  he  sailed  with  too  sliiploada  of  colonists,  cattle  and 
seeds,  lanfline  finally  in  .the  vicinity  of  Charlotto  R‘r!^or.(7)  The  colo 
ny  lasted  but  five  months,  due  to  illness  and  constant  clashes  with  the 
Indians.  Then  Ponce  de  Leon  received  a  wound  so  serious  that  he  had  to 
GO  to  Cuba  for  treatment,  the  whole  colony  wont  with  him.  He  died  soon 
after  reaching  Cuba  and  his  heirs  lost  claim  to  Florida  froTii  failure  to 
settle. 

npaln  led  all  European  nations  in  exploration  of  the  vast  new 
area  but  reaped  little  except  misfortune  from  her  efforts. 

Two  other  cT^at  expeditions  to  the  V/est  Coast  were  ruined  in 
efforts  to  subdue  tho  natives.  Pamfllio  de  Narvae?.  was  first  sent  to 
supercede  Cortez  in  I '6x100.(0)  There  he  loot  an  eye  in  a  vain  effort  to 
dlslodee  the  conqueror  of  l^exlco.  To  retrieve  his  reputation  he  oroan- 
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ized  an  G:>C3)Odltlon  to  Florida  in  1528.  Fo  landoi  In  tli®  vicinity  of 
Tampa  Bay  ani  raarohed  north  in  search  of  rich  cities.  (9)  The  Florida 
nat5,ves  t’.'er©  unlike  the  effete  city  population  of  Mexico.  Even  the 
forty-five  horses  of  Tlarvaez*  omy  failed  to  ovora\’0  then.  A  third  of 
the  three  hundred  soldiers  perished  before  the  force  reached  nt.  Marks 
on  the  Gulf  Const  and  the  rest  olGciored  to  rejoin  their  ships. (10)  They 
built  crude  rafts  end  ettefrptod  to  sail  alone  the  shore,  but  a  atom 
scattered  then.  It  was  not  until  ten  years  later  that  Cabeca  de  Vaca 
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and  four  other  survivors  reached  T'exico  to  tell  of  the  fatal  end  of  the 

p 

expedition.  (11) 

Despite  the  hardships  he  had  suffered,  AeTaoa  c^plied  for  the 
conrdoBion  of  CPV®vnor  of  Florida,  as  the  Spaniords  called  the  whole  vast 
area.  (12)  Mysterious  allusions  to  tho^wealtli  of  the  new  land  caused  hin 
to  be  outbid  for  this  Oorrlsslon  by  a  nore  Influential  cavalier,  ’'Ternan- 
do  de  Goto. (13)  I'^oto  had  oi^iassed  a  fortune  as  second  in  corroand  under 
Pizaro  in  Peru.  Fj®  invested  {:5*©at  sues;  in  a  marvlflec' tly  equip  ped  arny 
to  conquer  Florida.  *"0  keen  was  tlie  co!?5>otltion  for  p3Laoes  in  his  array 
that  a  erect  parade  of  applicants  was  held,  (14)  and  only  the  best  out¬ 
fitted  were  chosen  to  CP.  /JJd  so  on  ray  30,  1539  a  oorceous  cos^iany  of 
600  foot  soldiers  and  over  200  cavalry  landed  in  the  Tarpa  area  and 
narclied  north  in  search  of  elusive  oolden  cities.  (15)  De  Poto  tried  to 
force  Indian  captives  to  show  hin  the  way  to  those  insrthlcal  capitals,  but 

they  only  led  him  into  arbushes.  Vainly  he  exerted  his  personal 

IG 

nagnotlsn  (16)  to  win  hjnuian  chiefs  as  alllos^but  they  olther  eluded  htn 
or  braved  death  to  defy  him.  In  one  instance,  a  chief,  oittlnc  at  dinner 

m 

on  ^3  Goto’s  right  hand  ani  surrounded  by  Gpeniards,  stnek  the  comander 
✓  * 

in  the  face,  and  died  the  next  raoraent  of  Spanish  swords. 


iill  that  de  roto  collect  od  on  his  march  throu{^  Florida  liras  a 
lone  lino  of  captive  bogoace  enrriero.  Ito\7  recruit c  had  to  found  contin¬ 
ually  to  rej)lace  those  who  oorxiittod  oulclde.  The  e»?oat  JMcco^naut 

rolled  slowly  northward,  across  the  ’-uv.'aimee  Fdver,  ?rlntered  at  the 

t 

Indian  vlllnce  near  the  present  JPallahassee  and  dimed  the  clay  hills 
into  wIiQt  was  to  becone  GeorciQ* 

Tliree  yooro  later  the  remnants  of  de  koto’s  army  reached 
civilization  with  news  of  the  death  of  their  commander.  They  reported 
that  they  had  sunk  de  Toto’s  body  in  the  bed  of  the  Idsslesippi  River 
to  save  it  from  the  untairablo  oavacoa  of  that  noi^hern  TTlldemess.  (17 ) 
With  this  r^ort  before  them  the  Council  of  the  IMiea,  the 
official  Qovemlnc  board  of  Spain*  o  ox'erseas  ecpiro,  adviced  tliat  no 
further  attermts  be  made  to  settle  Florida  until  the  inhobitontc  there 
had  become  Clirlst ionized .(18)  A  bravo  Dominican,  Fray  luis  Cancer, 
undertook  to  lead  a  band  of.  nisoionarlos  to  Florida  in  1549,  ockine  only 
that  he  be  put  ao’iore  at  some  spot  where  soldiers  had  not  antaaonized  the 
Indians. (19)  But  on  ignorant  pilot  landed  him  in  tlie  vicinity  of  Tampa 
Bay,  where  Jfervaez  had  passed  in  1520  and  de  Soto  in  1539.  He  was  mur¬ 
dered  Qs  soon  as  he  went  ashore. (20) 

Tristram  de  Luna  in  1559  brou(^t  many  priests  with  him  to 
Pensacola  in  efforts  to  convert  the  Indians. (21)  Stores  for  his  oolony 

were  dootroyed  in  a  great  storm,  cxid  the  only  profit  from  this  02i)edition 

» 

was  a  crowing  conviction  of  the  great  size  end  oavaceSy  of  the  new 
northern  country. 

/\fter  this  fiasco  the  King  of  Spain  abandoned  as  unprofitable 
the  idea  of  settlements  on  the  Florida  coast,  and  refused  to  grant  any 
more  patents  for  that  purpose.,  by  advice  of  his  Captain-General,  Pediw 
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I  enendes  da  Aviles,  the  foponost  mllltaPi^  nan  of  Ills  tlne.(E2) 

COATT  GPARD  FOR  TIB  TRISASURE  FLCKTS 

Other  nations  hod  watched  with  enrlous  eyes,  however,  the 
riches  pourine  out  of  Mexico  and  south  America  into  Spain.  (23)  So  numer¬ 
ous  became  the  Bhclish  and  French  corsairs  who  prei’ed  on  this  trade  that 
convoys  had  to  be  or^oinlzed.  to  escort  the  treasure  ships  which  sailed 
twice  a  yeoT  uri3er  the  Captain-General,  alone  n  definite  route,  wJilch  fol¬ 
lowed  the  Dahann  eliaimel  and  the  Florida  coast. (24) 

Failure  to  cnord  this  coast  soon  brouclit  corgiU  oat  ions#  In 
1563  word  reached  Spain  that  the  previous  ^’oar  a  French  TTucJAoaot  colony 
hod  been  planted  by  Jeon  Hlbaut  on  the  South  Carolina  sec'  osM.  Kin^ 

Philip  v  of  Spain  protested  to  Catherine  de  Medici,  (25)  riieen-inother  of 
France,  that  such  a  colony  could  not  be  tolerated,  beoaiiDO  It  stood  on 
ground  belonclnc  to  Spain.  By  Pope  Alexar.der*s  Bul3.  of  Dainnrfcation  of 
1494,(26)  Ibrth  America  -^ell  within  the  territory  given  to  '^In.  France 
was  officially  beliind  this  effort  but  did  not  yet  dare  to  challenge  the 
.’’one’s  authority  openly.  She  used  her  IJuguenot  subject  to  malce  the  effort.  (27) 
The  venture  was  a  failure,  but  the  next  year  another  Jlucuenot  colony  of 
the  same  kind  was  started  even  nearer  the  route  of  Spanish  trode,  on  the 
*St«  John’s  River.  (2B)  Then  King  Philip  brlctlod  with  rollclous  indigna¬ 
tion ‘and  financial  concern. (29)  The  idea  of  Lutherans  converting  the 
Indians  and  organizing  the  country  so  close  to  the  arteries  of  Cpanlsh 
trade  vqb  untenable  to  the  richest  and  moot  devout  monarch  in  Rurope. 

Menendez,  his  faithful  adviser,  now  added  his  council  to 
Philip’s  inclination  and  offered  to  undertalce  the  task  of  ridding  Florida 
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of  the  French. (30)  He  presented  plans  to  fortify  the  coast  against  fur- 
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their  encroachments  and  convert  the  Indians.  Thou^  the  greatest  captains 
ani  the  most  expensive  expeditions  had  failed,  he  did  not  shrink  from  any 
undertaking,  once  he  saw  its  necessity.  He  had  a  personal  reason  for 
going  himself  to  Florida,  for  his  only  son  had  been  lost  with  a  convoy  off 
the  coast  two  years  before.  (31)  He  hoped  to  find  him  a  prisonercamong 
the  natives  there.  King  Philip  allowed  Menendez  to  equip  the  expedition, 
himself  contributing  the  flagship,  a  small  part  of  the  $1,800,000  which 
the  uhdert*'aking  cost.  Among  other  admonitions  Menendez  was  warned  not 
to  allow  any  French  to  excape  to  the  Indians,  since  their  faith  was  so 
similar  to  the  native  beliefs  that  they  would  easily  convert  the 
savages J  (32) 

But  routing  these  sturdy  French  seamen  appeared  a  formidable 
undertaking  from  the  first.  Laudonniere,  the  commander,  had  already 
been  a  year  at  Fort  Caroline, (33)  his  stronghold  on  the  St.  Johns  River, 
and  Jean  Ribaut  arrived  with  reinforcements  for  the  French  in  September 
1565  before  Menendez  was  able  to  intercept  him. (34)  On  the  6th  of  Sep¬ 
tember  Menendez  with  part  of  his  fleet  reached  the  St.  Johns  River  where 
he  found  the  French  united  and  prepared  to  resist  him. (35)  He  according¬ 
ly  retreated  to  the  next  harbor  south  of  St.  Augustine  to  await  the 

I  * 

arrival  of  the  remainder  of  his  forces.  Hastily  he  fortified  an  Indian 
village  on  the  shore.  (36)  He  was  just  unloading  the  last  stores  from  his 
large  ship  when  the  whole  French  fleet  appeared  to  do  battle  with  him. 
Menendez  narrowly  escaped  capture,  only  the  low  tide  preventing  the  French 
from  following  him  into  the  harbor.  Before  the  tide  turned  a  great  stomn 
arose  and  drove  the  French  vessel  sout  j  to  shipwreck  at  Cape  Aanaveral, 
Menendez  captured  Fort  Caroline  by  a  surprise  attack  and  killed  all  the 
occupants  except  the  iromen  and  children,  after  which  he  executed  all  the 


N 


V 


( 


i 


f 


/ 


f 


survivors  of  the  shipvTrecked  l-’ronch  fleet.  (37)  Tils  cruel  policy  caused  a 
Creat 

creat  uproar  in  Protestant  Europe,  glvii^^  this  act  of  Tenendez  undue 
pporilpence.  !5e  otio  but  one  leader  actinc  accordinc  to  the  standards  of  a 
cruel  ace.  A  feu  years  later  the  French  thanselvos  killed  their  own 
Huguenots  by  the  thousands  in  the  ^nsaacro  of  ct.  Bartliolomow. 

Menende?  spent  ten  :,'earR  working  in  Florida,  the  first  construct¬ 
ive  T3ork  done  there,  building  r>t.  Augustine,  which  endured  where  so  many 
settlements  on  the  Tnainland  had  failed.  Within  two  years  he  established 
a  line  of  posts,  mimed  by  soldiers,  from  TQE5?a  Boy  to  I^rt  ik>yal,  (38) 
and  explored  the  interior  of  a  large  part  of  North  and  South  Carolina 
and  Florida,  In  1567  he  returned  to  Spain  to  be  received  as  a  hero, (39) 

While  he  was  absent  an  expedition  of  revenge  for  tho  destruction  of  Fort 

« 

Caroline  wan  jyiceesaftilly  carried  out  by  tlie  l!*renoh,  wl»  killed  the  garri¬ 
son  on  t!ie  St,  Johns  nivor,{40)  reverol.  I^nch  efforts  to  secure  a  foot¬ 
hold  in  Florida  were  as  ruthlessly  suppreooed  as  the  first,  however.  Other 

nations,  named  by  tholr  surnary  nuniclnent,  cliose  lees  vt®11  guarded 
*  ^  ' 
sites  for  thoir  colonies,  farther  north  or  west. 

/ 

In  alJ.  his  work  of  fortifylrg  Florida,  Henendez  v/ne  untiring 
in  his  efforts  to  convert  the  Indians,  a  task  in  which  he  showed  tact  and 
patience, (41)  At  first  he  was  obliged  to  use  soldiers  as  teachers,  but  in 
1566  he,  persuaded  Philip  to  send  three  Jesuif*  priests  to  Florida,  One  was 
killed,  but  the  other  two  were  established  at  Taapr.  Bay  and  Charlotte 
Harbor,  (42) 

In  1572  he  was  asseaitollng  a  fleet  in  Spain  to  attack  England  os 
a  reprisal  for  raids  in  tho  West  Indies,  Henendez’  eyes  were  still  turned 
towards  Florida,  however,  and  he  wrote:  (43)  "When  this  (the  English  bat¬ 
tle)  is  over  I  hope  my  king  will  allow  me  to  return  to  Florida,  there  to 
spend  the  rest  of  my  daj/.s,  for  such  is  the  sum  of  ry  desires  and  happiness," 
But  he  was  not  destined  to  command  'the  fleet  nor  to  see  Florida  arain. 
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for  ti  noek  before  the  fleet  oolled  for  ISncland  he  was  suddenly  seized  with 
a  ny^erious  oilriont  and  died,  'one  thought  he  was  poisoned  by  Tiincllsh 
asenta. 

.71th  the  defeat  of  Spaln*s  Arsoada  in  1588  tlie  laastery  of  the 

ocean  passed  to  }iin£;land,  loaklnc  possible  the  adronce  of  Bncllah  colonies 

at  Jai^iestown  in  1607,  Charleston  in  1670  and  Sarannah  in  1733.  In  1600 

D’lbtfrville  succeeded  in  planting  a  French  colons^  at  I'toblle  Bay.  Kxplor- 

♦ 

ations  by  tlieoe  two  nations  cut  larce  sections  from  r^panlsh  territory 
and  Florida  crh^ually  shrank  south  and  east  into  the  peninsula.  (44) 

im  L\ST  8TAKD 

Steady  inrords  erf  these  euetiies  made  the  defenao  of  St. 

Auf^tln©  end  Pensacola  increosincly  difficult.  The  ^tono  fort,  ‘'an 

Iiarcos,  at  t.  /Vu^stine,  replaced  the  forxier  wooden  structures  there. 

This  invincible  fortress  withstood  many  invusions  of  the  Enclish, 
which  swept  the  root  of  Florida  bare  up  to  the  very  walls.  At  Pensacola, 

Fort  ""an  Carlos,  buill;  la  1093,  proved  less  aOoquote,  beinc  destroyed  by  the 
Breach  in  1719.(45)  Tlio  site  ms  a  bone  of  eontontion  between  the  French  and 
Gpanish  until  1753  ohon  it  imo  ceded  back  to  Spain.  From  IGOO  to  1700  Spain’s 
energy  for  colonization  want  into  conversion  of  the  Indians.  Thera  were 
not  onouch  •'Spaniards  to  colonize  Florida  so  the  plan  was  to  oreonize  the 
Indians.  Fission  tormo  flourished  alone  the  coast  from  iit.  Catherino’o 
Island,  south  cs  far  as  Ltionl,  ard  aeioso  tho  nortiiorn  border  of  Florida 
from  rt,  Aucuntize  to  nliere  Talioiiassee  now  stands.  (46) 

T!io  Greatest  number  of  missions  In  Florida  were  located  alone 
the  rpanlsh  Trail,  thiit  cJ.*«at  transpcontinentol  hicJiwrij’  which  eventually 
erfcondad  from  ft,  Aueuatina  to  Santa  Fa,  New  Fexlco.  Runnlnc  due  east 
from  Gt.  Aucustine,  it  crossed  the  St.  Johns  River  at  Plcolata  where  two 
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forts  Guarded  the  river  pass.  (47)  nklrtlne  tlie  southern  shore  of  '^'anta 
Fe  lake.  It  turned  northeest  to  the  prooeirt  Tbntloolle.  From  here  to 
TaHohaosee  the  old  and  now  ‘Spanish  Trallo  are  praotlcollj''  identical, 
but  the  old  hl£^way  turned  north  at  Tallahassee,  where  stood  Fort  r>Qn 
Inis,  to  join  the  Santa  Fe  Trail.  After  the  dentruotlon  of  Fort  san 

I 

lulo  in  1704,  the  troll  ended  at  Foirt  San  Ilorcos,  orccted  on  the  Gulf 
in  1639. 

Nb  Si>aniard  except  the  resident  priest  was  allow^  to  live  in 
these  toms.  The  prlost  not  only  instructed  his  charces  in  Christian 

doctrine  but  touGht  then  to  herd  cattle  and  plant  crops.  le  drew  the 

\ 

sane  pay  as  a  soldier  from  tLo  Jpanioh  crown,  and  eoiiEKU3defi  hie  Indians 
in  the  defease  of  thoir  territory.  (48)  This  defense  was  laad®  difficult 
by  the  refusal  of  Spain  to  give  firearms  to  her  Indians.  The  pirate 
Afpeoaont  raided  the  coast  nissioii^j  in  1683,  oarpyin('  off  church  orna¬ 
ments.  Too  years  lator,  ':eniasat»e  Indians,  ar.iod  and  inotlGated  by  tlie 
rcotch  at  Stuart’s  town,  Port  Tteyal,  doaxiroyod  Santa  Gatalina  de 
Africa  in  middle  Florida.  * 

Governor  loore  of  South  Carolina  invaded  Florida  in  1702  and 
laid  oiGce  to  St.  A«Gustine.(49)  After  tlufee  months  he  obliced  to 
retire,  without  boinc  able  to  tal»  tho  foitrece.  He  carried  sMiny 
Florida  Indian  slaves  with  lilm,  however,  who  were  sold  in  the  Charleston 
markets.  The  success  of  this  entorprise  caused  l^oore  and  rnany  other 
Carollnlens  to  repeat  their  raids,  which  ocrrlod  then  from  the  Talla¬ 
hassee  area  eron  as  far  as  iTkeeohobeo*  Itdrner  in  1727,  and  0Glothoii>o 
in  1740,  likewise  aevostated  north  Florida  and  laid  unsuccessful  deco 
to  the  St.  AiiGuetine  fort. 
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^  ’  Spanish  holdlnfp  were  finally  rofiuced  to  a  few  Iriiicn  towoD 

uzxier  tbo  pi^^<3ction  of  the  of  the  forte  at  st«  M^^tino,  St. 
l’fer?cG  on  the  Oal£,  and  PGneacola.  The  rule  of  Spain  ln“  Florida  was 
slor;ly  dying  heeens©  of  her  lack  of  sea  power.  liUGlish  freebootere 
hung  'on  the  f Ionics  of  the  Spanish  treasure  fleets,-  cutting:  off  stragglers 
and  povtn'iinc  on  oroc-’rs.  One  of  these,  a  pirate  called  Davis,  burned  St. 
Augastino  in  1G65. 

»  But  Florida  rankled  like  a  thorn  in  the  side  of  the  British, 
colonies.  (50)  Slaves  from  the  Carolina  plantations  escaped  to  find 
refuge  In  Florida,  aM  the  Spanish  rovernor  woe  su^eted  of  Inciting 
Indian  Insurrections  against  the  settlors,  'fliese  did  not  rest 

until  the  fat©  of  the  Spanish  dominion  in  Florida  was  seolod.  In  17GS 

I 

Havana;  center  of  Spanish  ineriea,  fell  before  a  British  attack,  and 
Spain  was  glad  to  trade  Florida  for  the  root©  rat  ion  of  Havana.  (51) 

TOST/  FLOIIDA 

Thu  short  twenty  yoare  of  ■English  rule  in  Florida  was  like  a 
forecast  of  its  briglit  future.  For  acbninlstratlve  Tsirposeo  it  was  divided 
Into  !?aet  and  zest  Florida,  with  Pensacola  and  :it,  Augustine  as  the  two 
capitals.  (52)  Hnglisli  financiers  took  up  vuoj;  grerits  a?id  offered  good 
Ind.ucenents  to  settlers  to  live  on  their  land. 

In  1767  the  largeot  colony  ever  brought  to  Prltlsh-.i'taierlca 
was  launched.  Di*.  /.ndrew  Turnbull  settled  at  Hew  Smyrna,  Florida,  1,500 
colonists  fron  Italy,  Creece  and  the  islands  of  T'inorca.  Lord  Ci*onvllle, 
Seoreiia'cy  of  State,  Kas  a  partner  ex-offlcio  in  tha  undertaking,  aal 
Grants  of  over  100,000  acres  and  a  bounty  of  -HLj^oo  were  made  to  the 
company.  The  colony  lasted  nine  years  and  finally’-  broke  up  as  a  result 
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of  a  dlapute  between  Turnbull  and  the  Governor  of  Florida,  llie  colon¬ 
ists  raoved  to  St.  Aueustine  Tj’ujre  roost  of  their  closoendaiito  stidl  live. 

Dennis  P4)lls,  meriber  of  Parlianent,  started  a  colony  on  the 

t 

wSt.  J'ohns  River  after  the  of  Qclethorpe’s  Georgia  colony.  The 
King’s  IUghway  ms  built  ?ron  low  throuch  st.  /oigustine,  to  the 

Georgia  line,  thus  establishinG  overland  oomunlcations  with  the  other 
English  colonists.  Fonous  travel  m*ltera  omfi  botanists,  ouch  as  jfartram 
and  Cates,  cane  to  Florida  to  describe  the  nen  territory.  Tiie  English 
had  little  trouble  rrith  the  Indians  because  the  Senlnolec,  Gx>eek  tribes 
from  Georgia,  uere  now  dominant  among  Flprldn  nntlveo.  The  Creeks  hod 
always  been  allies  of  England  and  were  favored  under  the  English  adnln- 
istration  in  Flgmlda. 

TTnder  English  rule  was  made  the  first  norious  offoT»t  to  de¬ 
fine  the  boundaries  of  Florida,  This  boundary  Iind  been  in  dispute  for 
2b0  years.  In  the  sliort  Intervals  of  pooo©  between  Ta^eind  and  Spain 
mny  tennorory  acreemants  sere  made,  but  no  serious  effort  at  running  a 

line  was  r::ade  until  73ngland  acquired  Florida  in  17G3.  Tlien  the  Lords  of 

\ 

Trade  and  Plantation,  In  duirge  of  the  English  colonies,  divided  the 
new  colony  into  t^ro  provinces,  Boat  and  ,'ost  Florida. (53)  "Kiey  favorably 
considered  a  claim  by  Georgia  for  a  northern  boundary  lino  west  from  the 
mouth  of  the  Ot.  Joiins  Rlwr.  TJ^ls  was  proi»?)tly  challenged  by  the  new 
English  Governor  of  East  Florida,  who  protested  that  if  he  lost  the  ter¬ 
ritory  between  the  '^t.  ITarys  and  t.  Johns  Rivers,  the  rest  of  his 
province  would  bo  but  a  barren,  broken  sand  bank.”  He  argued  that  the 
Gt.  Itarys  River  would  constitu^r®  ®  natural  boundary  where  no  artificial 
line  need  be  run.  So  East  Florida  was  officially  bouxKied  "by  the  Gt. 
^’Qa?:^o  River  from  its  entrance  to  its  source  with  a  west  line  from  thence 
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to  Catahouchee  (Chattahoochee)  or  Flint  River.  (54)  Hiio  settled  the 
question  for  liJEist  Florida,  OKcer^t  for  a  later  dispute  with  Co^jr^ia  over 
tlie  source  of  the  ^t.  VeryB,  This  was  not  finally  sottlsd  until  1806. 

Under  Florida  inc.hided  the  area  weat  of  the 

Apalechieola  River  to  the  Vlssloslppi.  Tho  northern  boundary  followed 
the  Slot  decree.  .7ith  tho  purc^ioae  of  Louisiana  in  1803,  tho  united 
States  clained  the  boundary  of  i/est  Florida  was  restricted  by  the  erdido  ^ 
Rivee  This  remained  in  dispute  until  after  tl»  purchase  of  Florida  by 
the  United  States,  rrhen  the  western  boundary  of  tho  state  was  set  at  the 
Eocainbia  River.  (55) 

^le  Amorioan  Rovolution  on3^  added  to  Florida’s  prosperity,  (5G) 
for  the  beet  fKillios  in  the  south  cane  by  the  thousands  in  suiall ' 
coast  vessels  or  hifh  piled  wao»ns  to  tho  last  loyal  province  left  to 
Encland  south  of  Canada.  St.  AuGuotlne  was  tlircuooa  with  rofucees,  and 
feelinc  aenlnst  tho  Ainarlcans  waxed  hl^^.  After  the  fall  of  Charleston 
sixty-ono  lenders  of  the  revolution  wore  ccr.t  tl^ere  as  prisoned  of  war. 

IliO  East  Florida  Uiaette,  e  violeiit  Tory  newspaper,  was  pub- 

I 

liohed  in  5t.  Aucustlne  at  least  as  early  as  1783,  when  the  South 
darollzjii  Gaaebte  ol  that  year  denounced  tihe  paper  as  oontuininc  articles 
"wherein  the  coed  people  of  those  States  are  insulted.’  ■fhic  St.  Auois- 
tlne  newspaper  was  anong  tho  earliest  of  Araerlcan  newspapers. 

General  Robert  Jtowe  Invaded  Flortdn  in  1770  with  an  oitny  of 
3,0C0  ^VTericans.  The  British  wero  able  to  repulse  them  with  1,S1C  non, 
most  of  tjiera  British  reculars,  ably  seconded  by  Florida  woodsmen  and 
Miann.  . 

January  2,  1776  was  the  fatal  nlcht  that  destroyed  the  line, 
citron  and  banana  trees  in  :<t.  Aucistine,  many  curious  everereens  up  the 
river,  (meanlnc  probably  the  latanzas  River)  that  were  nearly  twenty 
years  old  and  in  a  flouFi°^®C  state;  the  yownr  green  ahoota  of  the  maple 
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oin,  r)atria,  with  many  flonerinf.  shrubs  and  plants  rsv®.r  bofor©  Injured, 
were  also  Jnirt.  ^ 

West  Ilorlda  mis  seized  by  Spain  In  1770,  but  74S0t  Florida  con¬ 
tinued  to  flourish  intil  it  locrmr?  i^:»poosible  to  hold  the  colony  between 
the  liostile  new  United  States  on  the  north,  Sponlsli  strongholds  on  the 

V 

south,  and  tiio  French  on  the  uost«  Tn  1784  it  was  ceded  back  to  Spain.  (57) 
This  was  a  deadly  blow  to  pro'Too^  in  Florida  as  more  than  15,000  I&jrlioh 
moved  to  the  *?eGt  Indies,  leaving  their  Florida  plantations  to  the  Indians, 
robbers,  and  the  (lulck  cronlnc  semi-tropical  juncl®. 

T!  :s  /JT  BAY 

Spain  found  little  but  trouble  anaitinr:  her  durlnr  her  second  tenure  in 
Florida.  In  on  offorfc  to  fill  the  plantations  loit  by  tho  lacUsh,  in- 
ducemontE  were  offered  to  /r«rican  settlers  poui'ed  over  th©  border 

and  lit^rgJJly  concuored  the  eountr;i»-  by  cc  Ionisation.  (68)  Clashes  iTith 
Cpanlsh  officials  soon  uovelopad,  for  th^^co  tur^.)ulont  new  settlors  wero, 
many  of  then,  descendants  of  those  rrontieronen  wiio  hod  Invaded  Florida 
uoJer  '^clathcrpo.  '^.e  Tbilted  rtatec  I.ent  moral  support  to  those  /r.eri- 
can  pioneers  who  ureed  the  purchase  of  Florid  a  from  Spain.  In  1812  a 
Republic  of  Florida  iVCiS  or^^anized  by  these  settlers  with  the  aid  of  Am¬ 
erican  troops.  Finally  on  acreenent  was  made  with  the  Spanish  authori¬ 
ties  crantinc  local  self -government  to  northeast  Florida.  Spain,  wool  - 
ened  by  the  spread  of  r©volutio2i£  in  her  South  American  colonleti,  ’  ad 
little  strercth  left  for  the  defense  of  Florida.  (59)  The  Seminole  Indiaiis 
held  aloof  fixurn  Spanish  authority,  still  hoplnc  for  a  return  of  Rnclioh 
rule.  Pirates,  ouch  as  'iUiam  Bowles,  incited  then  sGoinst  both  the 
American  and  Spanish  settlements.  Finall^s,-  the  thin  pretense  of  Spanish 
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eiit:Tdk.*i*;y  woo  shattered  hy  .iUdrau  Jackson  who  tTrtce  invaclod  Flf  rlda.{60) 

\ 

In  1314  he  chastized  the  Spanish  for  harborlnc  rji^^Heh  rhlps  at  Pensa¬ 
cola  mid  In  1819  he  oeized  ?ort  St.  Tarke  mid  execnted  two  EncHshmen 
and  the  reciinole  chiefs  nitl.  t-i^y  were  allied. 

In  1819  ''pain  was  forced  to  sell  Florida,  irtiloh  was  purcP.QBed 

I 

by  the  United  Gtates  foz*  CU»000,000.  (01)  Ito  nonoy  was  paid,  however,  the 

t 

united  ''tatoE  cocumint  the  inder-initioo  owed  to  .ioaricun  property 

owners  in  Florida.  General  Andrew  Jackson,  wlooe  campaiois  had  done  so 
rmich  to  destroy  Spanish  prestige,  was  nad©  tho  first  GD‘^2riior.(G2)  This 
TTas  a  laovo  which  proTiioed  well  for  American  Intarooto,  but  boded  111  for 
Indians  STid  Spaniards. 

The  Saninole  Indians  r;©re  the  flrot  oreat  problem  that  con¬ 
fronted  American  settlers  wlio  cofne  to  Florida.  ‘Sfiey  /ore  bewllderinc 
fraanients  of  many  races,  (GSJ  exiles  from  tribes,  old  nations  broken 

by  Sjianlsh  and  Enclleh  invasions  and  wanderers  soeklnc  new  huntlne  c^unds. 
8inco  no  real  loa^/ie  ield  tkcri  ‘jr,  trout.l'js  ajxl  presents  to  outstand- 

Inc  chiefs  faildd  to  bind  the  rest  to  peace.  They  had  been  placated  for 
years  by  blio  'tiv’llah  and  Gpanidi  cutJioritlOB,  occupied  tho  best  lands  in 
the  state,  and  viewed  the  advent  of  />merioans  with  well-/p?ouivled  hatred 
and  fear.  The  better  element  omonc  white  cettlorc  and  Indians  alike  made 
efforts  to  keep  peace,  but  outrocoo  by  ronoijade  whites  were  soon  avenced 
by  hot-blooded  younc  bravec.  Clashes  spread  until  Florida  was  pluncod  into 
tho  lonf:,  naiiious  natilnole  hra,  wiilch  cost  the  United  States  CIO, 000, 000 
£i!Td  the  ii-os  af  1,500  soldiers,  not  to  mention  the  lodtees  of  liT-i  and 
property  anon;’  tho  Florida  ettlers. 
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Florida  was  adraittod  to  Btatahood  on  Ifarch  3,  1040  (6*'»)  at  tha  aana  time 
tLat  Iowa  was  ereatod,  to  pr©G»jrva  the  oquillbrlum  botwoan  tha  north  and 
south,  alraady  treribljliici  hofux’o  the  ui’oad  question  of  olatery.  Croat  plan¬ 
tations  of  cotton,  suoai*  caaa,  and  IiOi*dG  of  cattle  and  hogs  prospered. 

^et  :®en  1920  and  1960,  forty  counties  v/era  Croat od,  ohowlnc  that  the  popu¬ 
lation  spread  over  q  wide  area  in  the  new  territory. 

Althouf^i  the  menace  of  the  Indians  hr.d  been  reanovod,  life  in 

I 

Florida  was  still  beset  with  dancers,  chief  of  which  were  yellow  fever, 
malaria  and  typhoid.  The  terrible  yellow  fever  epidocric  of  1841  was  state¬ 
wide,  but  rocelvocl  c^ute  t  publicity  for  wlplnc  out  the  prosperous  town  of 
r!t.  Joseph.  I^rora  ISO?  until  the  Ic.to  00  ♦s  ths  eco’orco  retiirnecl  every  sea¬ 
son,  and  durlnc  the  Civil  .70?  was  oopeoially  dilflcult  to  control  in  army 
car;^s  and  hospitals,  /ifter  tlie  epidemic  of  IBOO  a  otate-wide  quarantine 
sij'^sten  was  started  to  control  l.^if action  from  -feEt  Indian  slilps.  It  was  in 
1350,  while  trying  to  ao-utrol  mlarla,  that  Dr,  Jo.'ui  Conlo  of  Apolachl- 
coIq  invented  the  first  ice  naoliine,  bocauo©  lie  noted  loalaria  dlsap- 

■S  ' 

poarod  in  cold  weather. 

Florida  v/as  aoaln  on  the  road  uo  piwsperity  when  the  %r  Between 
the  States  broke  out  anti  ahe  followed  the  southern  cause  to  its  dlisastrous 
end.  Florida  was  the  soiiroe  of  food  supplies  for  the  southern  ami  as,  and 

i 

it  was  to  atop  hor  cattle  herds  from  moving  to  '^Irelnia  that  Union  troops 
'«mro  sent  syvoral  tinea  to  raid  middle  Florida.  (65)  All  her  ports  were 
blookftded  in  an  effort  to  keep  cotton  from  0olnc  to  Cuba  to, be  sold  for 
the  sorely  needed  medical  supplies  for  the  confederates. (G6) 

Florida  furnished  10,000  men  to  tha  Confederate  /irmy,  11  reel- 
ments  of  infantry,  oonsistlnc  of  108  conpanles,  the  First  and  *^econd 
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aeg-infiATte  of  Florida  Cavalry  of  30  coirpanioo»  the  Fifteenth  Florida  Coraliy 
of  5  con5)G2il©8,  t^©  Fifth  Florida  Battalion  Cavali:/  of  nlnr  oexrq^finles, 
fHe  !>attalioao  of  artlllory,  ono  company  of  idiloh  fomid  ti  prjrt  of  the 
Fortieth  Tennesaoe  Heclmeat,  Iho  :’lo’'lcla  Reoerros  of  14  cor^panleo  orcanlsed 
In  10G4,  and  four  cor^anl^.  of  indepeudGnt  cavalry.  Cne  of  the  seven  full 
cenerala  of  the  JonfoCeratG  T?a3  Oenoral  ’^ihriODd  Klrby-anlth  from 
Florida. 

I  Tlie  Reconstr.'.ctlon  Period  woa  another  dark  chapter  of  poverty 
emd  depression  from  which  -the  state  cz^ually  atru. ttIccI  back  to  normal 
tinies.(6?)  W>wi*e  'i'cro  Init  fee  people  to  the  aquai’e  mile  in  the  state,  a 
rcjorit^'  of  then  nec?o  so  not  yet  adjusted  to  their  nev?  iTeedon.  BeUfe^n 
1061  and  10#37  no  now  oo'JUitioo  voro  'treated,  an  indication  of  the  *roub- 
loiL':  times . 

In  Ib^G,  free  1:  rrt  fren  nilltar:'^  ^v.le,  a  new  constitution  vros 
freaked  which  stalled  another  eliaptei*  of  Floridti*s  lone  history.*  But  it  woe 
not  until  1000,  wuon  the  state  -did  four  million  acjoa  of  lunfl  to  ivesnilton 
DlSston  that  it  had  funds  to  pay  debts  and  start  develoxacnt.  (56) 

Over  Q  poried  of  fifty  yea^s  before  the  iTpctnlsh  Acncrlcan  .er, 
Florida  was  the  eoandlnc  board  for  Cuban  G*:‘Ve7Qiioet.(69)  uefucees  at 
Tfest  publislied  newspapers  as3fl  orrnnlsecl  erreditione  to  iizvade  Cuba,  despite 
efforts  of  United  fltates  authorities  to  control  their  propaeanda. 

In  the  yoare  irHediatoly  precodinc  the  war,  fllibustcm  carried 

r  ' 

aTTSjmltion  and  voluntoars  to  the  C5«baR  revolutionists  despite  a  double 
blocketie  of  American  and  i'lpaniGh  warships.  Theze  was  yreat  irejolcinc  in 

» 

Jodraaiiville,  Tc^2p€.  cud  Key  vest  whenever  a  filibuster  eucoessfuUy  landed 
a  Careo  in  Cuba. 

Uurlnc  Cuban  riots  of  1096  tlie  battleship  I^alno  wtis  sent  to 


.  t.  the  ^lone 


;  artj>a  at  tho  roquost  of  LW),  llnltad  States  Goii?ul» 

tine  en  i^wrican  fleet  was  asaeriblod  at  I'cr.’  *"oct  a!TT  t  ^o  ';y>rtucao*  ITO- 
Cuban  sentiinent  was  already  at  auoh  a  hlj^i  pitch  tliat  whon  th®  ’  aine  was 
destroyed  on  Febniarj’  15,  it  produced  an  Instant  u«'iajid  for  war. 

Tlteuth  this  wciH  not  deelnrod  until  .prll,  twenty  of  reculi-ira  were 

ordered  at  once  to  oHf  fortc,  inclndlrc  aevon  to  Ta-ripa.  T!ie  fleet  was 
deriioively  called  tho  ’’rochiaG  choir  fleet  because  it  was  hold  innetlre 
.  at  Key  '.'%st.  Finally  on  i\pril  £3d  it  wno  allowed  to  leave  for  the  block¬ 
ade  of  Cuban  ports.  ship  and  ship’s  crow  captured  uao  cent  to  Key 

■est  for  the  duration  of  the  r.ur. 

I 

Five  thour.anfl  Bloridlans  volunteeroil  for  service,  but  far  of 
^’.en.  saw  service  in  Oubt.,  tlio  riojorily  opendinc  their  time  In  Florida 
trainln:;  cuTrps. 

ilie  war  .;ao  over  so  soon  that  tho  iraajorlty  of  tho  volunteers 
Oot  no  no«r©r  ret  ion  than  Florida  trulniny  camps.  (70)  In  those  cec^s,  3jo~ 
cated  near,  the  princip '1  porbs  iu  iMoridfi,  rorc  lon  diod  fi*ora  t  ropical 
diseases  than  were  lost  in  action.  These  disasters  resulted  in  an  Inten¬ 
sive  study  of  the  'ra^iao,'^  oi  lllnecs,  and  a  eornaicn  of  or-adicetion  of 
yellow  fever,  rTr'oria  and  typhoid  followed,  irom  balm  a  karard  to  health, 
Florida  !y>w  becone  a  health  resort.  Of  the  110,000  soldioro  wlio  passed 
throu^  Florida  laany  returned  to  rrdre  their  hones  I  oi'e,  lubllclty  by  war 
' correspondents  kept  the  state  in  the  nows,  ond  the  rionoy  spent  by  the  sol¬ 
diers  here  quickened  business. 

Qg^ATOB  m  :?IISELS 

Two  yreat  pioneer  financiers,  Heniy^  I’.  Flagler,  end  n.  B.iaant, 
stcurted  a  friendly  rivalry  in  devolopinc  the  resort  features  of  the  state;  . 

Flagler  selected  tho  east  coast  and  I  lent  the  west  coast.  As  the  first  step 
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in  openlnc  up  the  now  playo^ouM  of  the  notion,  F3aclfir  built  ';he  beau- 
tiful  Pone©  de  Leon  otel  in  Jt,  Auoiatine,  etAH  the  rjoct  Kacjalflcent 
hotel  in  Florida.  11©  ohowA  hlT?)s©lf  a  man  of  li^lrfit  anl  iaosination  by 
prajorv'lns  in  iiis  buildlios  blojidiiiG  of  ancient  !=5naln  with  the  spirit 
of  the  romntlc  now  woril  adventure.  3ooa  the  blue  wateis  of  th©  St. 
lolin3|Rivor  beckoned  th#  pioiioer  ^lillloneir©  oouthword.  ^  K©  piiahad  hie 
railroad  to  Palntka,  across  oonrAry  to  Daytona,  thjsn  to  aln  Beach. 

Finally,  in  1095  ho  2?OQOh0d  L'iani,  the  world  doosiiinc  iiim  laad,  but  the 

i 

public  foUowluG  him  like  a  Pled  Piper.  By  1910  w  'on  Fl^cler,  then  an 
old  inun,  had  built  hla  orersoas  railroad  to  ViOot,  it  liad  bacon©  tlic 
fashion  to  applaud,  and  ha  vT&f  one  of  the  few  nea  to  live  to  so©  a  tresnen- 
douB  plone©rir<£:  drecii  achieved. 

Tlio  diversion  of  touria«  trade  to  ooc'-ctol  reeorto  did  not  re¬ 
tard' the  procrosa  of  tli©  rest  of  th©  state.  In  081  four  irlllioa  acres 
of  land  were  oold  to  "Hamilton  Dlsston  of  fhlladelphia,  Florida’s  devol- 
o;>neat  my  bo  said  to  dCuO  tliis  solo. 

Thouch  resorts  recei^^  t’Hj  najop  portion  of  Florida’s  publicity, 

•  * 

in  reality  the  touriet  trade  reprecentc,  ovan  tod£i^’'^bat  thirty  per  cent 
of  the  state’s  Incoae.  In  that  ooldsn  ©ra  between  the  f^sanioh  .b?iorican 
Tor  eu4  thC's^srld  IVur,  when  the  wliolo  country  appoai*9d  tp  bo  oailinc  on  an 
even  keel,  Florida ’o  deTclopiient  was  otoady  alone  oil  A-Iugg.  Droiiuice  of 
the  !2verGlad©G  woo  ctf-irtod  in  1903  as  a  state  project.  It  was  in  this 
period,  too,  tliat  :rnodical  research  routed  the  aenace  of  ouch  tropical 
dieeocos  as  yellow  fe'^rer  and  nalarla.  Ab  a  result,  public  opinion  rocard- 
ins  Florida  c^^‘iK5od  radically.  In  places  where  /noricon  soldiaro  had  died 
like  flies,  durinc  the  Cemlnole  and  ii^anish  ibnerican  -.ars,  form  colonies 
now  prospered.  In  1912  the  ©not  coast  oection  was  croatly  benof Itedi  by  th© 
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cotnpleiion  of  the  Hast  Coast  f-iallroau  over  the  Keys  and  openinij  of  ■’•he  F^t 
COGot  Canal  fron  St.  Jolma  River  to  BIdoojtio  Buy- 

FoUouinc  tho  rallT’ordn  many  evldencjss  of  proopcnrity. 

]?toads  and  sclioolc  broucht  the  ■Inclated  ■  oraokor”  in  touch  r;lth  ci  Tllir.a“ 
tlon.  Tliero  ms  plenty  of  enpleyrcnt  for  neeroos  in  the  turpentine  carros. 
This  prooperity  was  short  lived,  howevor,  'for  saw  iiiils  mxl  •tui’pentino  op¬ 
erators  vied  with  each  other  in  reckleoo  deotmetlon  of  tho  btate’a  iiijbor. 
Cattle  owners  ^0 Honed  in  their  welce,  burninc  the  cut  over  lends  to  pro¬ 
vide  tender  cross  for  their  herds.  Aa  lone  as  the  trees  lasted  In  one  area 
there  ms  eenloyjont  and  progress,  "lien  they  rero  oono,  the  nille  n>ved  on 
to  another  reciou,  l3avlnc  dovaotntion  bo!iIiid. 

itorth  Florida,  ecpecinlly  the  St.  iTolms  River  voHoi;*,  \?as  a 
region  of  orauce  crovoc  until  a  series  of  coM  winters,  aulmlnatinc  in  the 
sever©  fro©:::©  of  IGOO,  destroyed  the  oraiigo  troos.  On  Fsbruai^'  13  of  that 
year  a  ninimoLi  t«r^)eraturc  of  ~r  f'ervoec  rut  reeordo^  at  i^illahaooeo,  the 

t 

record  In  Florida  for  one  Imnd'rHwl  years. 

In  some  sections  phosphate  offered  a  substitute  resource  for 

vanlsl:,od  tinbor.  rrsrmro,  too,  loemed  to  work  the  Dtrcsux:©  pnttorr.  of 

Florida’s  soils,  i-'ron  a  belief  ■fe'iiat  a  few  things  rwuld  hei^e,  it  bxs 

been  foiukl  that  tliere  is  c  soil  for  every  crop,  i^stablisiimeat  of  a  state 

Plant  Board  in  1915  has  done  n.*ch  to  control  insect  posts.  x5ie  State  Live- 

% 

Stock  ronltai^^  'Tonrd,  croated  In  1017,  nade  c*aat  pi^ogiTOas  in  orodicutlon 
of  ticks  on  cattle.  Ee'b7/een  1009-19S1  IG  nen  counties  were  formed,*  tho 
cr*«atost  Co‘''^.'’jopiTent  since  before  the  civil  Jar. 

PACK  XlASn  CF  CTE  V/ORIB  WJ? 

'  The  outbreak  of  the  Vorld  7ar  broke  comercial  ties  that  wore 
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tnpoTtanfc  to  Florida.  On  tlio  other  hand  the  touriet  trade  prospered, 
for  xmr  profitoore,  imoblo  to  co  to  forcii^n  rcaoi'fcu,  ape ijt  their  money 
hfire . 

V 

After  the  United  rtatec  eiiteired  the  war,  traiiiinc  c&j.^n  were  ofl'- 
tabliched  here.  At  Black  Point,  near  Jackaoinrille,  me  estcbliahed  a 
qiiorterrastor’a  trainlMk:'  cesnp  known  ac  Oixtr?*  Joseph  S.  Joiiaston.  It  ms, 
prior  to  the  mr,  a  trainin^j  site  for  tho  state  militia,  .^'en  were  shipped 
to  P'ronoe  from  this  point.  It  is  nor  called  Ces?ip  J.  Ulliford  B.  Foster. 

Tro  flyinc  fieMc,  Garlstrom  and  Dorr,  at  Jircadia,  wore  devoted 
to  the  trulainc  cf  *33rlcan  flyers.  These  fields  teve  since  been  el>c*n- 
doned . 

I 

A  oovernaent  post  me  conterod  at  Fort  tJarrancas,  Pence- 
coin.  Her©  ciloo  me  and  reiaeins  a  naval  flylnc  school.  ” 

At  Toy  ./eel;  on  ai^ay  post  woe  raaintainod,  aal  coastal  defenses 
were  established  at  '"t,  /Jiifnictine* 

Dot'joori  r>0,0<X)  end  dO,GOC  rioridu  rxjn  corved  in  the  iJorlU  /or. 

« 

tlloml  boasted  a  naval  troininc* field  and  flyers’  base.  It  ms 
then,  and  sti^JL  la,  kno:n  ua  jJtoajgan  Field. 

.  Few  records  oi-e  available  of  spy  aetivltioo  :ln  Florida  durlne 
the  v/or.  It  is  cencrally  knoiTn,  Iiowover,  that  Gertaans  were  active  hero, 
especially  at  Fey  f«ct  and  ^t.  iuadrowjj  Bay.  An  interest ing  eacample  of  the 
policj^  of  the  Geaananc  is  foimd  in  tlie  case  of  the  (iermaiKAaieriCQn  lircfoer 
Company  at  Dt.  Andreus  Day.  The  etorsf’  as  here  reeorde<T  enmes  from  authori¬ 
tative  fllOG. 

A  verj'  w«»althy  Junker,  a  personal  friend  of  the  Raiser, 

Oillup  Schsr-Ter,  come  to  Key  .Vest  in  1899.  Here  he  purchased  a  flshlnc- 
schooner.  For  two  yeera  he  inspected  the  Golf  Coast  from  Galveston  to  Key 
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West,  andl  finally  settled  at  rt,  Andrews  Bay.  HiBecoc3)any,  the  German- 

I  V 

American  lunber  Cempony,  purchased  lOCHOOO  acres  of  land  there  and  con¬ 
structed  a  town  called  IHUvllle,  I,!uch  of  the  land  they  boucht  was  with¬ 
out  timber,  but  well  located  to  control  the  hturbor.  After  the  land  was 
purchased,  I'r.  Gchryer  returned  to  Gerpiony.  A  series  of  German  scents- 
V  nanacod  the  coE^any,  oil. very  efficient,  but  none  renninlnc  more  than 
three  years. 

,  In  1914  a  Ibr.  Kfelenlrompf  was  president.  He  drew  a  salary  of 

/  \ 

C50,000  a  year  and  had  an  apparently  unlimited  expense  account.  The  con- 

4 

pony  built  a  fine  house  for  him  in  Pensacola  where  he  entertained  exten¬ 
sively,  especi^ly  for  officers  in  the  Itovy  Y"ard  and  /ulr  Station. 

vAien  the  TIhited  States  enters  the  war,  Kalenkoopf  was  in-* 
terned  os  an  officer  of  the  German  army.  Ills  desk  i{^  Pensacola  contained 
a  set  of  detailed  naps  of  all  v/est  coast  liarbors.  The  Geroan-.^nerlcan 
lumber  Coz?>Qny  was  placed  in  th6  hands  of  the  Alien  Property  Custodian.  It 
T7as  found  that  the  stock  was  entirely  owned  by  ?¥.  Sohryer  and  that  its 
indebtedness  was  held  by  the  treasury  of  the  principality  of  Schamriberc- 
Lippe.  hb  dlvidards  or  Interest  lied  been  paid^but  the  CSOjQOO  salary  and 
expenses  had  been  forthcomlnc  reozlafly.  This  is  but  one  of  the  many 

V 

elaborate  plans  wh^ch  the  Germans  had  worked  out  for  Florida. 

%  * 

BOm  IN  P.-JiADISB** 

I  , After  the  itorld- rzar  reports  of  larger  profits  in  real  estate 

broucht  hundreds  of  thousands  of  apeoulators  to  Florida.  Hysterical  buy¬ 
ing  and  selling  of  land  so  i!iflatod  prices  that  it  was  profitable  jfn  riaml, 
Tarpa  and  elsewhere  to  dredge  up  earth  from  the  bottom  of  the  bay  and  build 
artificial  islands.  People  rushed  into  the  state  by  train,  auto  and  boat. 
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hopinc  to  mke  a  fortune  in  a  few  days.  The  population  increased  four 
timee  as  fast  as  any  other  state  boon  between  the  years  of  1920  and  1925. 
Seven  counties  were  fomod  in  the  year  19S1  alone.  This  was  the  Greatest 
trek  in  lilstory— Greater  than  the  California  Qold  rush. 

AUurlnc  tales  of  Florida’s  marvels  have  always  attracted  a 
to  ■  • 

class  of  idle  and  undesirable  people  as  well  as  those  who  were  welcome, 
and  durinc  the  boom  this  condition  was  accravatedo  A  larce  floatlnc  popu¬ 
lation  of  unemployed  drifted  into  the  state,  apparently  under  the  lri)res- 
Sion  that  they  could  live  here  without  workino*  It  became  necessary  to 
establish  a  petrol  on  the  state  border  whose  officers  refiised  to  admit 
people  without  jobs  or  funds. 

This  tack  was  cou^joratively  oli!?»lo,  however,,  compared  to  that 
of  the  coastal  patrol.  Itordoc  of  ollono  have  been  attenptine  to  enter  tlie 
cnited  States  alone  the  1,400  miles  of  Florida  coast  ever  since  the  fixst 
Chinese  lH^coluolon  Aot  of  1082. 

In  1819  there  were  30,000  Chinese  In  Cuba,,  90  per  cent  of  whom 
were  there  await ine  favoxuble  opportunity  to  enter  the  United  States 
lllecally.  .CSiinoce  in  barrels,  Portucoae  in  sacks,  and  Spaniards  in  lioi- 
low  Iocs— these  nre  some  of.  the  devices  for  amcGlinG  aliens  into  Florida. 

In  placinr  themselves  in  the  hands  of  cnicelera,  aliens  run  a  terrible  risk 
for  when  there  is  dancer  of  capture  by  the  authoritios,  a  captain  has  been 
known  to  dunp  his  human  caroo  overboard.  If  apprehended,  such  a  captain 
is  slated  for  loss  of  his  ship  and  a  lone  prison  tom. 

'  Tost  spectacular  of  the  many  developments  of  the  boom  was  Coral 
X  GeblOE.  Georce  E.  TTerrick  created  a  city  from  10,000  acres  of  juncle. 
Thousands  of  homes  were  built  in  the  popular  Florida  adaptation  of  Span¬ 
ish  style.  An  old  rock  quarry  was  .converted  into  a  lacoon,  which  was 

-  f 

featured  in  full  pace  cuts  in  national  macazinea.  lal:os  and  canals  were 
due  throuchout  the  development.  Bowman  of  the  New  York-Biltmore  constructed 
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the  enoriaouo  Maral-IJiltnore  Hotel,  trlth  country  club  adjacent.  By  1925 

Coral  GeblOB  was  an  Incorporated  city.  In  the  sprinc  of  1926  the  "boom"’ 

broke,  due  to  the  p3rranldino  of  real  estate  values.  KUnlcipallties . bonded 

up  to  ^1,000  per  capita^ dofauJ.t ad,  Banks  f'uiledj  individuals  nho  had  made 

millions  uere  penniless  overnl^^t.  Thus  Florida  e^erienced  a  depression 

in  advance  of  the  rest  of  the  country. 

^natives  of  Florida  oixffered  leoo  than  capitalists  from  other 
% 

ports  of  the  country^  however.  The  hich  finance  of  speculation  had  been 
beyond  the  resources  of  the  majority  of  Floridians.  The  ’boom"  bequeathed 
to  Florida  a  macnlficent  road  syetena  on  which  had  been  spent  a  million 
dollars  a  month,  c^mt  hotels,  modem  business  buliaint:G  and  fine  resi¬ 
dences.  ^ 

The  state  ms  coning:  back  to  aomal  times  Mien  the  uationol 
depression  developed  in  1929.  This  delayed  recovery  here,  for  a  c^eat 
‘  nuirher-Tuho  liad  been  Florida  visitors  were  no  loncer  able  to  tal:o  a  vaca¬ 
tion. 

Since  1932  conditions  have  irpi'oved  ttoadlly,  Isir^e  financial 
interests  holdiic  mortGUCoo  saved  the  situation  In  two  ways.  They  re¬ 
paired  or  renovated  their  properties,  and  initiated  the  lease  option  buy¬ 
ing  plan.  By  this,  homos  could  bo  paid  for  lUco  rent.  ^/Ith  lif?)rovement 

\ 

in  business,  munlclpalitiec  ore  cop^romlolnc  cmd  liquldAtinc  their  in¬ 
debtedness.  A  sure  indication  of  recovery  is  a  building  proc^cn  which  is 

\ 

state-wide.  In  1935  Maml,  which  was  thought  to  have  an  over  supply  of 
all  varieties  of  building,  had  a  building  program  twice  that  of  1926 

Tlie  difference  between  this  boom  and  the  one  of  1925  is  that 

# 

during  the  latter  buying  was  by  spoculatoro,  while  today  sales  are  mainly 
•  to  ^people  desiring  to  make  their  own  investment ,  either  in  a  home  or  buai- 
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neaa.  Florida  lo  usually  a  boromoter  of  tbo  !iation*fi  financial  atinosphere 
where  people  spend  their  noney  when  there  is  plenty  to  spare  for  pleasure. 


Indications  ore  that  the  present  prosperity  in  the  state  is  a  dividend 
on  the  national  opulence. 
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